The post thus assigned to me by your kindness, entails upon me the pleasing duty of delivering, before this Society, three lectures connected with that division of medical science with which the physician is supposed to be especially conversant are destitute of the ability of searching out and understanding the moral causes of disease ; they cannot read the book of the heart, and yet it is in this book that are inscribed, day by day, and hour by hour, all the griefs, and all the miseries, and all the vanities, and all the fears, and all the joys, and all the hopes of man, and in which will be found the most active and incessant principle of that frightful series of organic changes which constitute pathology. This is quite true?whenever the equilibrium of our 
